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Re-thinking the “Nature-Without-People” Myth

European Nature Is Not a Wilderness Without Human



Legacy of Late-Pleistocene Extinctions

The End of the Megafauna Shaping European Landscape



“by our hands we endeavour, 
… to make … another nature” 

Cicero 45 BC

Courtesy: Tomaž Bregant

“"Landscape" means an area, as perceived by people, 
whose character is the result of the action and interaction 

of natural and/or human factor”
Council of Europe Article 1

Shapers of Landscape, 
from Megafauna to People’s Hands and Commons



Commons and the Environment
Two Millennia of Philosophical Debate
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“what is common to the greatest number, has the least care bestowed upon it”  
Aristotle  4th cenbtury BC

Communis – “shared by two or more people”

Free-for all commons
Res Communes 

Rule-based commons
Res universitatis 



Commons in European History & Culture
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Human Rights Legends Capitalism Communism 

From Charters to Legends and Governments



EUROSTAT

2013

7%
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2017

“artificial units”

Terra Nullius 
Where are Europe’s Commons?

https://landmarkmap.org

Urgent need to Map the Missing Commons



Policy Blind Spot: Nature 
Restoration Regulation

How Ignoring Commons 
Undermines EU 

Restoration Goals



Theory of Change: Including vs. Excluding Commons
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EU Excluding Commons

Including Commons

What Happens When Commons Are Integrated?



Why Every European Should Know This!

European Commons are part of Everyone’s everyday lives!
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