Putting Commons Back into Context

Why the commons matter for Europe’s
environment and its culture
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Re-thinking the “Na
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European Nature Is Not a Wilderness Without Human

ture-ithout-PepIe” Myth
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Reclaiming the Commons
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Legacy of Late-Pleistocene Extinctions

WO ‘g BuljeIeD) PUE () IPIed | eSS
. suok) uaapyIey ' * 1aqpan "d U0SIED |, YIWS MO Y eWW3 5 YIHWS 'V BSR4

SUOIIDUIIXD eunejedall auad0lsiald 31e|
jo £oeda) |e2180)022 3y | Ssyjowwew ayl BYy

The End of the Megafauna Shaping European Landscape



Deforestation, Erosion, and Forest Management in

Ancient Greece and Rome FFErE
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Shapers of Landscape,
from Megafauna to People’s Hands and Commons
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“by our hands we endeavour,  whose character is the result of the action and interaction
... to make ... another nature of natural and/or human factor”
Cicero 45 BC Council of Europe Article 1



Commons and the Environment
Two Millennia of Philosophical Debate

Communis — “shared by two or more people”

Garrett Elinor
Hardin Jean-Jaques Ostrom Karl

Rule-based commons
Res Communes

Aristotle T W

Res universitatis

Oliver Friedrich
Goldsmith Engels

“what is common to the greatest number, has the least care bestowed upon it”
Aristotle 4t cenbtury BC

ohn O'Nedl & View all authors and affiliations “The """“II.“'D‘ *“In
volume 19, 1s5u8 5 https//dolorg!10.1063/C183 Macmilllan), 2016,

Property, Care, and Environment
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Commons in European History & Culture

From Charters to Legends and Governments

Communism

Human Rights

= t—- A-Jép:..a._l—luu " ]
—44\-‘--‘ &.Lu. gg

-A..QJ ,_.A 4#--&5
§.»A—-"“‘ s e A 1 -
.;‘."..,,. J:...‘ J.U.._r,.zf:fu.;an.fv,‘) ‘i“‘““"“
4 ._,‘L__.A..-QJ. H VR
L e of FOVNRNCAPTNEI A 13 R
e i Ll ALLS. ah A D
A a5l ,_..0_.4..- — ey e
_Lw,w.,uchb.u.u.l..! et e il i
(,..\u_x - v Rebeily
vy P ot A X 2 : ’e .
g
i U IS A ’ Y
b ke S LAl B " e T
T P o | g o
s e e
,..,_.M,...:.,:ZI.»..- TN 4 " Ry BT INGN Sreriey
PRI TRV UENDVY W FIERY SONE IR WL NPT S S - W
SRR ;'ZM_,.._‘ MR 97 1 1 P e U v L N T 2
e D YT L e e e Y T
...u. JJ:» ok bk :.M:’:..; b&-&k:‘u.l wsenl
4‘-’4\&- Ak M sl g 2 ‘:A;--u‘.a._. o el s

mmvuho\..,—-u

ot i J
Charter of the Forest
1217
The Charter of the Fe olving Human
Rights in Nature

Nicholas A, Rebtnsen Klleberh Himb Schad of (ims at Sace F n |

Legends
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Robin Hood
From 1400s

"Drunk with the cup of liberty'; Robin Hood, the carnivalesque,
and the rhetoric of violence in early modern England

Marlanne into Battle : repubilican imagery and xymbolism in France

1789-1880
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Capitalism
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CONCERNING THE
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Civil Government,

LONDON,
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John Locke
1690

JOURMAL ARTICLE
Mr Locke’s enclosure: the uncommon law of property
in the Second Treatise .

SOCIALISM

UTOPIAN AND SCIENTIFIC
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FREDERICK ENGELS

TEANILATED BY EDWARD AVELING
Dto, Polirw of Vobmalty Soilge, Landom

WITH A STECIAL INTACOUCTION BY THE AUTHOR

LONDON :
SWAN SONNENSCHEIN & CO.
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@O Marx and the Commons

John Bellamy Foster , Brett Clark , Hannah Holleman
Social Research: An International Quarterly




Recognising territories and areas conserved by

Extent and diversity of recognized Indigenous and community

lands: Cases from Northern and Western Europe

Indigenous peoples and local communities (ICCAs)

overiapped by protected areas

Aama Ieabingion , Sedims Showitae Sanpet . Raabel b Godivn Ko

Fero Mpwiosen

E

Terra Nullius

Where are Europe’s Commons?

EUROSTAT
2013
7%
9 million ha
2017

“artificial units”
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Urgent need to Map the Missing Commons



Policy Blind Spot: Nature
Restoration Regulation

How Ignoring Commons
Undermines EU
Restoration Goals

For the benefit of people, nature
and the climate

European Commission: Directorate-General for Environment, The nature restoration regulation, Publications Office of the European Union,
2025, https://data.europa.eu/doil10.2779/5842922




Theory of Change: Including vs. Excluding Commons
What Happens When Commons Are Integrated?

EU Excluding Commons
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European Commons are part of Everyone’s everyday lives!
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Why Every European Should Know This! @éé&



	Diapozitiv 1
	Diapozitiv 2: Re‑thinking the “Nature‑Without‑People” Myth
	Diapozitiv 3
	Diapozitiv 4
	Diapozitiv 5
	Diapozitiv 6
	Diapozitiv 7
	Diapozitiv 8
	Diapozitiv 9: Theory of Change: Including vs. Excluding Commons
	Diapozitiv 10

