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More than 30,000 territorial commons, across a variety of local names in France.



The commons 
& a diversity 
perspectives
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A DIVERSITY OF 
VALUES NEEDED 

FOR 
SUSTAINABILITY

Pascual et al. 2023



How can we understand other perspectives?
« Two-eyed seeing »

• A method developed by Murdena Marshall 

and Albert Marshall (Eskasoni First Nation in 

Unama'ki, Canada).

• An educational process that combines two 

knowledge systems, traditional and modern 

(Bartlett et al. 2012).



A strong discourse by elected officials on 
French commons (sections de commune)…

Proposed law to land-grab sections de commune

"Law No. 2013-428 (27 May 2013) on the 

modernisation of the section de commune system ... 

highlights the obsolescence of this outdated system, 

whose management and very existence are no longer 

appropriate.. »



Old 
fashioned?

Sustainable
development?

A French common…



Translating the Chanaleilles commons in terms of sustainable
development



Commons & the Sustainable Development Goals 

https://iris.unil.ch/entities/publication/8086389e-
1e9c-4af3-a34c-1a79e57646ed



«That's what our ancestors did, ….to build a society, 
you really have to look at where your roots come 
from, it's really important. So, I didn't do anything 
other than copy what our ancestors did... »

Locatelli et al. 2025. PNAS ; Colloff et al. 
People & Nature



From the peat bog to the 
water faucet…. water 
governance for all



Territorial meeting with a 
variety of actors



Commons landscape translation goes to 
the French Senate

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLLKxcVNYxozwqS197tUDpkRPCQnra
rjPG



Specific 
proposals

Ancestral commons are often presented by policy 
makers as old-fashioned and irrelevant, but if we 
use the Sustainable Development Goals to assess 
them, we find that ancestral commons are entirely 
relevant to sustainable development. 

“Translation” of the values of these commons in 
terms of current policy terminology is necessary 
to increase the understanding of their relevance 
to today’s challenges.

Researchers and commoners can work together 
to translate these commons to advocate for 
commons.
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